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Herseth Sandlin Announces More than $5 Million in Stimulus Funding to Hire and Retain 30 Police Officers in 17 Communities Across South Dakota

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

                              HERSETH SANDLIN ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $5 MILLION TO                              HIRE AND RETAIN 30 POLICE OFFICERS IN 17 COMMUNITIES                              ACROSS SOUTH DAKOTA

Washington,                              DC- Today, Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin                              announced that 17 law enforcement agencies, city governments                              and tribes across South Dakota will receive $5,103,052                              in grants to hire, rehire or retain 30 police officers                              through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,                              or Stimulus legislation, under the Department of Justice                              Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS),                              COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP). 

“When                              times are tough, local governments are forced to make                              difficult cuts in law enforcement budgets, resulting                              in lost jobs and compromised public safety,”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “By helping law enforcement                              agencies weather the financial storm, this funding                              will not only meet the goals of the stimulus legislation                              by creating and retaining jobs but also enhance law                              enforcement efforts in communities large and small.”                              
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CHRP                              provides funding to address the full-time sworn officer                              needs of state, local, and tribal law enforcement                              agencies nationwide. CHRP grants go directly to law                              enforcement agencies to hire and rehire career law                              enforcement officers to increase their community policing                              capacity and crime prevention efforts. 

CHRP                              grants will provide 100 percent funding for approved                              entry-level salaries and benefits for three years                              for newly-hired, full-time sworn officer positions                              (including filling existing unfunded vacancies) or                              for rehired officers who have been laid off, or are                              scheduled to be laid off on a future date, as a result                              of local budget cuts. 

The                              list below includes the law enforcement agencies,                              city governments and tribes in South Dakota receiving                              funding, the amount of this funding and the number                              of officers hired, rehired or retained by the funding:

    -  

Aberdeen                                Police Department-$318,782 (2 Officers)

    -  

                                Belle Fourche Police Department-$158,371 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Box Elder Police Department-$149,116 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Brookings County Sheriff's Department-$200,448 (1                                Officer)

    -  
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                                Chamberlain Police Department-$122,313 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Charles Mix County Sheriff's Department-$130,035                                (1 Officer)

    -  

                                City of Sioux Falls Police Department-$1,926,612                                (9 Officers)

    -  

                                City of Martin-$140,262 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Mellette County Sheriff's Department-$111,318 (1                                Officer)

    -  

                                Mitchell Police Department-$192,356 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Oglala Sioux Tribal Department of Public Safety                                $290,822 (2 Officers)

    -  

                                Rapid City Police Department-$606,196 (4 Officers)

    -  

                                Spearfish Police Department-$154,728 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                City of Tea-$129,397 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Vermillion Police Department-$166,497 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                City of Wagner-$140,902 (1 Officer)

    -  

                                Walworth County Sheriff's Office-$164,897 (1 Officer)
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